UNCLE WIGGILY'S 
PICNIC 


Howard R. Garis 


>, 


it YY ~ we 
re —?. =n 
4 a a eer 
Se <a 
= 5S . 
‘ Ae s= a a 
=~ ; * 
3 
~~ 


. SSS : 
2? "S353 


a —_ . 
4 «pal LS tee 
* . alt if ie = C a — ov 
. ARS Ni MO Sh aa : 


Gunston & The Book Bunnies 


UNCLE WIGGILY'S PICNIC 


Howard R. Garis 
Lang Campbell - Illustrator 


Gunston Classics 
& 
Lyons Head Publishing 


© Copyright 2023 


All rights reserved. 
No part of this book may be 
reproduced in any form or by 

any electronic or mechanical means without 
written permission of the author and publisher. 
All text, illustrations and design, as presented, are 
the exclusive property of 
Gunston Classics 
PO BOX 5905 
Baltimore, MD 21282 


2 


Gunston & The Book Bunnies 


T 


Uncle Wiggily’s Picnic 


or 


How the Skee and Pip Stole the Wrong Lunch Basket and 
How Nurse Jane and Uncle Wiggily Went Camp- 
ing. also How Uncle Wiggily Gave the 
Bad Skee An Example in Anithmetic. 
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HOW THE SKEE STOLE THE WRONG LUNCH BASKET 


1. "Let's go on a picnic, Uncle Wiggily," said 
Nurse Jane Fuzzy Wuzssy one day. "Fine!"cried 
the bunny rabbit gentleman. "We'll invite Aunt 
Jerushia Ann, the goat lady." Nurse Jane said 
that would be nice, so Billie Wagtail, the goat 
boy, brought Aunt Jerushia Ann over to Uncle 
Wiggily's hollow stump bungalow. There he met 
Sammie Littletail, the rabbit boy. Nurse Jane put 
up a fine lunch. When Billie saw this lunch in the 
kitchen he said: "Let's hide the real lunch and put 
empty cans and things in another basket.” 
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2. When Billie and Sammie had filled a basket 
full of empty cans, empty bottles and empty 
cracker boxes, they put this in place of the nice 
basket of good things Nurse Jane had so 
carefully packed. And Uncle Wiggily, not 
knowing anything about this, picked up the 
wrong basket and started off on the picnic with 
the muskrat lady and Aunt Jerushia Ann. "We'll 
hide the real lunch in the woodshed," said Billie 
to Sammie. "Yes, but after a while we'll take it 
to Uncle Wiggily in the woods," spoke the 
rabbit boy.” 
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3. "Isn't it just lovely here, Uncle Wiggily?" said 
Aunt Jerushia, as she fanned herself with a leaf, 
while Nurse Jane picked some flowers. "I'm so 
glad we came on this picnic." Uncle Wiggily 
said the same thing. "It would be nice," spoke 
Nurse Jane, "if we had a little log cabin in which 
to eat our lunch. Uncle Wiggily, couldn't you 
make a little log cabin for us?" Uncle Wiggily 
said he thought he could. "But | shall have to 
hop back to my woodshed and get the axe," he 
added. "You ladies stay here with the lunch. I'll 
get the axe.” 
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4. "Well! Well!" exclaimed Uncle Wiggily as he 
reached the woodshed, and was just going to 
take down the axe to make a log cabin for the 
picnic ladies in the wood. "Well! Well! Here is 
another basket of lunch; and hidden under a pile 
of chips! | wonder what this means?" Billie and 
Sammie, sorry for the trick they had played, 
were just coming back to get the real lunch and 
take it to the picnic party. "There are only empty 
cans and bottles in the basket you took, Uncle 
Wiggily," said Billie. "Now we'll carry the real 
lunch for you and also the axe.” 
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5. "Isn't Uncle Wiggily kind to make such a nice 
picnic for us?" spoke Nurse Jane. "He is, 
indeed," agreed Aunt Jerushia. "And | am 
getting quite hungry for some of that nice lunch 
you put up, Nurse Jane. But we will wait until 
Uncle Wiggily comes back with the axe, and 
builds the log cabin for us, before we eat." Up 
the hill, behind the goat and muskrat ladies, 
came the bad Pipsisewah and the worse 
Skeezicks. "Oh, we'll have a fine lunch!" 
whispered the Skee. "Indeed we will!" said the 
Pip. "We'll take the whole basket full.” 
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Pipsisewah to the Skeezicks, as the two bad 
chaps sneaked up behind Aunt Jerushia and 
Nurse Jane and took away the basket that set 
on the flat stump. "Indeed we did!" said the 
Skeezicks. "We'll have a fine picnic now, all by 
ourselves!" Away they ran, and Nurse Jane and 
Aunt Jerushia Ann were too frightened to do 
more than throw little stones at the unpleasant 
animals. "Come back with Uncle Wiggily's 
picnic lunch!" cried Nurse Jane. But the Skee 
and Pip only laughed at her. Weren't they 
mean?” 
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"Oh, Uncle Wiggily!" fea Te ine wien 
ae saw the bunny rabbit coming along. 
"There's no need to build a log cabin for our 
lunch. There isn't any lunch! The Pipsisewah 
and the Skeezicks ran off with it!" Uncle Wiggily 
laughed. "Ha! Ha!" he said. "The bad chaps 
only took empty bottles and cans. Here is the 
real lunch! Billie and Sammie played a little trick 
on us, and perhaps it is just as well that they 
did. It saved the right basket for us, and they 
very kindly carried the good things for me, and 
the axe also. Now we'll make the log cabin.” 
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8. "Oh, this is the nicest picnic | was ever 
invited to," said Aunt Jerushia, as she passed 
the pickled carrots to Uncle Wiggily. "Yes," 
agreed Nurse Jane, as she nibbled some 
frosted cabbage. "But at one time | thought we 
wouldn't have any lunch. Why did you try to 
play such a trick on us, Billie?" she asked. "Oh 
—er—just—because!" said the goat chap, who 
was eating lettuce pudding. "Well, they made 
up for the trick by helping me build this log 
cabin," said Uncle Wiggily. "They are pretty 
good boys. | wonder what the Pip and Skee are 
doing?” 
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happen if | let you try to get a picnic lunch!" 
grumbled the Pip to the Skeezicks. "It was all 
your fault!" and he looked at the empty cans, 
boxes and bottles. There was't a smitch of 
anything good to eat in the April-Fool basket 
Billie and Sammie had put up. "All my fault?" 
cried the Skee as he bit his finger nails. "You 
were the one who first thought of taking the 
basket. | didn't know it was empty!" The Pip 
and Skee called each other names, and had 
nothing to eat. But Uncle Wiggily had a nice 
picnic.” 
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And if the cake of soap doesn't slide under the bathtub, 
when the pussy cat is washing the face of the 
clock with the door knob, the next pictures 
and story will be about 


Uncle Wiggily and Nurse Jane Camping in the Woods. They Dug a 
Big Hole and Covered It Over. Who Fell In? Look and See! 
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“HOW NURSE JANE AND UNCLE WIGGILY 
WENT CAMPING 


1. "Well, are you glad you are camping in the 
woods, Uncle Wiggily?" asked Nurse Jane 
Fuzzy Wuzzy, the muskrat lady, as she set the 
flat stump table ready for dinner. "Yes, | think it 
is very nice here," answered the bunny rabbit. 
"It's a bit lonesome, though. Not that you aren't 
good company, Nurse Jane. Far be it from me 
to say that! But we have so many nice things to 
eat that it would be fine if some of our friends 
happened in for lunch." Nurse Jane said she 
thought she heard some one coming through 
the woods. | hope it isn't the Pipsisewah.” 
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2. "Well, here are my friends Johnnie and Billie 
Bushytail!" cried Uncle Wiggily in his most jolly 
voice, as he twinkled his pink nose. "I was just 
wishing we had company for dinner, my little 
squirrel chaps," he went on, "and here you are! 
Sit right up and have some nut pudding!" Nurse 
Jane, too, was very glad to see Johnnie and 
Billie. "Are you going to camp here very long, 
Uncle Wiggily?" asked Johnnie. "Oh, just for a 
few days," answered the bunny. "I may stay 
longer if the Pipsisewah and the Skeezicks 
don't bother me.” 
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3. "Well, this seems to be visiting day at our 
camp!" laughed Uncle Wiggily, as he looked up 
and saw Jackie and Peetie Bow Wow, the two 
little puppy dog chaps, standing near the table 
in the woods. "I am very glad to see you, Jackie 
and Peetie! Find yourselves some toadstools 
for chairs and have lunch with us." Johnnie 
Bushytail passed his brother Billie a plate of 
chocolate cake. "Will there be enough for us to 
eat?" asked Jackie Bow Wow. "Oh, plenty!" 
answered Uncle Wiggily. "It's just like a surprise 
party. Fill their plates, Nurse Jane!” 
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4. While Uncle Wiggily and his e 
squirrels and the puppy dog boys, were having 
such a good time near the bunny gentleman's 
camping tent, the bad old Pipsisewah and the 
Skeezicks were whispering together in another 
part of the woods. "This is the best chance we 
ever had to catch Uncle Wiggily," said the Pip. 
"How can we do it?" asked the Skee. "We'll 
make believe we're a new kind of animals," said 
the Pip. "We'll paste a lot of birds' feathers and 
leave on us, with sticky pine tree gum, and 
sneak up to the camp quiet like.” 
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5. "Stick some more of the feathers around my 
ears," spoke the Pipsisewah to the Skeezicks, 
as they tried to make themselves look like 
some new kind of animals. "Yes, and will you 
fasten some more leaves around my legs," said 
the Skeezicks. "| want to make them look 
fatter." Up in the tree overhead, Jacko and 
Jumpo Kinkytail, the two nice monkey boys, 
heard and saw all that the Pipsisewah and 
Skeezicks were up to. "Uncle Wiggily will invite 
us to lunch," said the Pip, "and then we'll grab 
him and bite his souse." Let's see now!” 
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6. "What's this you savas med Uncle Wiggily, 
as Jacko and Jumpo Kinkytail, the monkey 
boys, came hurrying up to the rabbit 
gentleman's camp. "You say you saw the 
Pipsisewah and Skeezicks sticking feathers 
and leaves on one another?" Jacko and Jumpo 
said that was just what they had seen. "We 
hurried here to tell you," chattered Jacko. "Now 
if we all dig a big, deep hole in the path in front 
of your camp, and cover the hole with branches 
and leaves, the Pip and Skee will break through 
and fall in when they come along. We'll trap 
them easily!” 
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friends the squirrels, puppy dogs and monkeys 
made the dirt fly. "Dig the hole good and deep 
so the Pip and Skee can't get out, once they 
fall in. I'll gnaw down some green branches to 
cover over the hole as soon as you have dug 
it." Nurse Jane began to put more things to eat 
on the table. "We will make it look natural, so 
we can fool those bad chaps," she said. "We'll 
all sit down and pretend to be eating when they 
come along," spoke Uncle Wiggily. The Pip and 
Skee were almost there.” 
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Uncle Wiggily, as the bunny rabbit and his 
friends sat down to the stump table again. 
"Yes," answered the bunny. "Make believe we 
don't know them." Up the path, where the big 
hole had been dug and covered over, came the 
Pipsisewah and the Skeezicks, pretending they 
were a different kind of animals. "Is this Uncle 
Wiggily's camp?" asked the Pip, trying to talk 
like a nice old gentleman mud turtle. "Yes," 
answered the bunny. "Well, we're some new 
animal friends of yours," said the Skeezicks.” 
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and the Pip stepped on the thin covering of 
leaves and branches over the hole and fell 
through. "So you are new animal friends of 
mine, are you? Well, | suppose you just 
dropped in to lunch!" And as the two bad 
animals fell into the hole, which was very deep, 
Jacko Kinkytail cried: "Yes, they dropped in all 
right. Oh, indeed! They dropped all the way in!" 
And the Skeezicks and the Pipsisewah, as their 
stuck-on feathers and leaves fell off, cried: "Oh, 
wow! Fooled again!” 
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And it the egg doesn't fall down in the salt cellar, when 
it is trying to dance with the sugar spoon in 
the gravy boat, the next pictures 
and story will tell how 


Uncle Wiggily Gave the Bad Skeezicks an Example in Arithmetic. 
He Couldn't Get the Right Answer. And It Was a Good Thing, I Say. 
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WIGGILY GAVE THE BAD SKEE AN 


HOW UNCLE 
EXAMPLE IN ARITHMETIC 


1. "Well, vacation time is over," said Uncle 
Wiggily to himself, as he hopped along through 
the woods on his red, white and blue striped 
rheumatism crutch. "The animal children are 
back at their lessons. | think I'll just stop at the 
hollow stump school, and see how the lady 
mouse teacher is. Perhaps | may even put an 
addition example on the blackboard for 
Sammie Littletail to work out." Behind Uncle 
Wiggily, limping on a cane, for he was lame 
from having fallen into a hole last week, came 
the bad old Skeezicks. What is he after?” 
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2. "How do you do, Uncle Wiggily!" called the 
lady mouse teacher as she opened the door, 
and saw the bunny rabbit gentleman passing. 
"Won't you come and visit our school? I'm sure 
the animal children will be very glad to see 
you." Uncle Wiggily made a low and polite bow 
with his tall, silk hat. "Thank you," he said. "I 
shall be very glad to come in, and perhaps give 
one of your pupils a little example to do on the 
blackboard." The lady mouse said this would 
be very nice. "I think I'll go to school today 
myself," said the Skee.” 
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3. "Now, we will have a little example in 
addition," said Uncle Wiggily, as he chalked 
down a sum on the blackboard. "If | had one 
hundred twenty-three carrots, and some one, 
say Grandpa Goosey Gander, gave me two 
hundred forty-one more carrots, how many 
would | have altogether?" Susie Littletail, the 
rabbit girl, held up her paw. "Very well, Susie," 
said the lady mouse teacher. "You may go to 
the blackboard and do the little example for 
Uncle Wiggily. But be sure you get the right 
answer." Susie said: "Yes'm, | will, teacher!” 
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. "That is very nicely done,so far,Susie," said 
Uncle Wiggily, as the little rabbit girl stopped 
putting down numbers on the _ blackboard. 
"Now, how many are two and one?" Susie sort 
of stood on her tiptoes and began to count up 
on her paws. "I—I forgot whether you said 
carrots or cabbages, Unele Wiggily," she 
whispered. "Oh, ho!" laughed the rabbit 
gentleman, "that doesn't matter, Susie. Two 
and one are the same whether it is lollypops or 
ice cream cones. Now try again." Outside the 
school was the bad Skeezicks, getting ready to 
come in.” 
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. "Don't be afraid!" cried the bad Skeezicks, 
as he hopped in through one of the windows. 
"All | want is Uncle Wiggily! | had to come to 
school to get him. Now, Mr. Longears," went on 
the bad chap, "let me give yon an example in 
arithmetic. If | bite all the souse off one ear, and 
half the souse off the other ear, how many ears 
will you have left? Answer me that!" Uncle 
Wiggily was so excited he didn't know what to 
do. Some of the animal children scrambled out 
a window, and the lady mouse almost fainted.” 
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6. "Now look here, Mr. Skeezicks!" said Uncle 
Wiggily, as he shook the teacher's blackboard 
pointer at the bad chap. "You say you came 
here only to bother me. Well, before you bite 
souse off my ears will you show me you can do 
as hard an example as Susie Littletail did?" The 
Skee took a drink of ink and answered: "I can 
do the hardest example in the world. Put one 
down for me on the board. I'll add it up and 
then bite your souse. I'm fine at arithmetic!" 
Uncle Wiggily twinkled his pink nose and then 
thought of a hard example.” 
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7. "| think | can fool the Skeezieks this time," 
said Uncle Wiggily to himself, as he wrote a big 
example in addition down on the blackboard. 
"It will take him a long time to add up all these 
figures, and, while he is doing it, perhaps there 
will be time enough for the lady mouse teacher 
and the children to slip out. As for me—I must 
be brave!" The Skeezicks stuck his feet out in 
front of him as he watched Uncle Wiggily 
writing the example. "Oh!" sneered the bad 
chap, "that example is as easy as pie for me!” 
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8. "There!"cried the Skeezicks, "I have finished the 
example, Uncle Wiggily, and now | will finish your 
souse! | am very good at arithmetic!" While the 
Skeeaicks was putting down the answer to the sum 
in addition, Uncle Wiggily had motioned the animal 
children and the lady mouse to go quietly out, 
which they did. The bunny himself slipped out of 
the door, and, thrusting in his head, gave a merry 
laugh and said: "That example is wrong, you bad 
Skee! You will have to stay after school and get it 
right. I'm going to lock you in!” 
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9. "Oh, Uncle Wiggily! How brave of you to give 
the Skeezicks such a hard example to do that 
we all had time to get safely out," said the lady 
mouse teacher, as she walked along through 
the woods with the animal children and the 
bunny gentleman. "Did he really have the wrong 
answer?" Uncle Wiggily said he thought so, but 
really he hadn't time to add up the figures 
himself. "Anyhow the Skee can't catch us!" 
chattered Billie Bushytail, the squirrel boy 
"Look how he's caught fast. He tried to climb 
out the window after us! Oh, ho!” 
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THE END 
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Great respect to Howard R. Garis for 
creating such wonderful characters 
and great short stories for children and 
all ages to love. 


Let's not forget respect to Lansing 
"Lang" Campbell for beautiful 
illustrations that bring the characters to 
life in this book. 


These books and illustrations show the 
true dedication and the love of the art, 
that cannot be repeated. 
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